INSTITUTE OF MEDICINE ISSUES TWO SEMINAL REPORTS ON PUBLIC HEALTH-The

WHO WILL KEEP THE PUBLIC HEALTHY? EDUCATING PUBLIC HEALTH PROFESSIONALS IN THE 21ST CENTURY
This report examines how the nation is preparing its public health professionals to address today's complex challenges and provides a framework for strengthening public health education, research, and practice recommending that public health education: be based on an ecological model that emphasizes the linkages and relationships among the multiple determinants of health; encompass emerging areas such as informatics, genomics, communication,
competence and sensitivity to cultural differences, community-based learning and research, global health, policy and law, and ethics; engage in collaborations that link public health and medicine in disease prevention and chronic care; can and should be a part of our educational system as a whole.
Read or order the report at http://www.nap.edu/ catalog/10542.html?iom=11_22
This research directory is an aggregation of the search pages of primary online resources related to service-learning and civic engagement research in K-12 education, teacher education, and higher education. The search databases of these online sources are posted on a single page, providing a one-stop source for accessing available research information from various existing on-line databases.
Accessible from the directory is information on: 1) service-learning and civic engagement research investigations currently underway; 2) funding opportunities and request for proposals for service-learning and civic engagement research; 3) job opportunities; 4) journals and periodicals that welcome
SERVICE-LEARNING AND CIVIC ENGAGEMENT RESEARCH DIRECTORY
research on service-learning and civic engagement; and 5) statistics and facts on service-learning and civic engagement.
The directory is linked to information from the major online sources including the National 
MESSAGE FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
With the holiday season upon us, many of us are busily involved in gift-giving and gatherings with family and friends. It is also a time to reflect on a year's worth of accomplishments and successes, and a time to look forward to another year of important work still left to do. The persistent problems facing our society -racial and ethnic conflicts, educational and economic inequalities, health disparities, terrorism, to name a few -call on us as citizens to band together in partnerships to tackle these problems and make a difference -whether in our own communities or on a state, national or international level.
Sometimes we recognize an issue as being important but it doesn't draw enough attention on the part of the public and policymakers to mobilize action around it. The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation in collaboration with a wide range of national organizations has announced Cover the Uninsured Week. This unprecedented weeklong series of national and local activities will take place from Monday, March 10, through Sunday, March 16, 2003 in an effort to sensitize the public and opinion leaders to the plight of the more than 41 million Americans who lack health insurance.
Community-Campus Partnerships for Health and Covering the Uninsured Week hosted a conference call on December 11 so that our members could learn more about the initiative and explore ways to participate. More than 20 CCPH members from across the country joined the call. Not only are CCPH members concerned about the issue of access to health care, but many are playing leadership roles in developing and implementing solutions.
The goals of Cover the Uninsured Week include:
• Raising public awareness of the plight of more than 41 million uninsured Americans • Demonstrating broad support for action on the issue • Generating significant media attention to the issue, both nationally and in key communities across the country
• Creating a single rallying point for groups and individuals working to extend health care coverage to the uninsured Cover the Uninsured Week will launch with a national event in Washington, D.C., followed by a week of events in communities across the country. Each event will highlight different constituencies including business and labor organizations, health care providers, health and medical education groups, religious leaders, consumer groups, the arts and entertainment industry, and advocacy organizations and their unique perspectives and roles in relation to the problems facing Americans who do not have health insurance. Monday is devoted to town hall meetings, Tuesday to on-campus events, Wednesday to health fairs, Thursday to activities involving business and labor, and Friday-Sunday to interfaith events.
There are many ways that CCPH members can contribute to a successsful Cover the Uninsured Week (resources available at http://coveringtheuninsured.org/week/). Below are some of the suggestions made during the call:
• If you are in one of the 27 markets with paid field staff who are organizing events that week, contact the field organizers to express your interest in getting involved.
• If you are in another community, contact a regional coordinator.
• Consider sponsoring a health fair, organizing an on-campus panel presentation of individuals who don't have health insurance and how this has impacted their lives or holding a health policy forum to examine the access options in your state.
• Come to the next CCPH conference, April 26-29, 2003 in San Diego, prepared to share how you contributed to Cover the Uninsured Week and what you learned from it.
More than a media blitz, Cover the Uninsured Week will hopefully be an opportunity to draw attention and action. At the very least, it can help to leverage the good work that many CCPH members are already doing, and engage a more diverse set of partners around the issue. Are there border sites (based in Mexico) that you have worked with that you would recommend? We are looking for an agency that would be willing to provide housing and work for a group of approximately 10 (including 1 staff member). The group is accustomed to hard physical labor (construction, environmental work, etc.) and would look forward to a similar experience. Our office has worked with alternative spring breaks in the past, so we are flexible with the logistics of the trip and will conduct communal reflection on our own or with the agency. The time frame we are looking at is March 9-15.
If you have suggestions, please e-mail me directly, (griswold@rice.edu) off the listserv. Thank you for your help! R. Mac Griswold Assistant Director, Community Involvement Center Dear CCPH, Search Institute (a Minneapolis-based research and social change organization that focuses on the healthy development of children and youth) is in the process of developing an assessment tool for congregations. This spring, we¹re hoping to pilot the instrument in several congregations. I¹m writing to see if anyone is in or works with a congregation that might be interested.
The assessment, which we call ³Your Congregation¹s Gifts and Priorities for Asset Building,² is a survey for youth and adults in the congregation that examines how the congregation engages with children, youth, families, and the community from a strength-based perspective. Designed to be applicable in congregations from multiple faith traditions, the survey examines relationships, programs, environment, and leadership practices in the congregation, asking people to indicate how well the congregation is doing and what they believe should be priorities for the congregation. The survey is being developed with a Web interface that allows members to complete the survey online and/or for the congregation leaders to print out surveys and have them completed with pencil and paper. Our hope is that the findings will be valuable to congregations as they seek to do visioning and planning.
We will be doing the second round of piloting this spring. We need your help in disseminating the enclosed flyers to identify potential focus group participants, African American men who have been diagnosed with prostate cancer as well as those who have not had it. With insights gained from these focus groups, we will be designing a broader study of prostate cancer screening and shared decision-making in the African American community. Additional focus groups will be held to learn about strategies for providing prostate cancer education and the interest of the community in receiving such messages. A training intervention will be developed & piloted, focusing both on prostate cancer education and overall health care decision-making. This latter component will be designed to help empower patients as effective consumers in the health care system and decision-making process. Your continued support for this process will be needed to help make sure the voice of the community is always heard. Every month, five cases of medical errors and patient safety problems -in medicine, surgery/anesthesiology, obstetricsgynecology, pediatrics, and psychiatry -will be posted alongside commentaries from experts and a forum for readers' comments. Each month, one of these five cases will be expanded into an interactive learning module, featuring readers' polls, quizzes, and other multimedia elements and offering continuing medical education credits.
Information: Go to http://www.WebMM.ahrq.gov
CDC Adds Research Center in Albany & Iowa to Address Disease Prevention
The Centers for Disease and Control and Prevention (CDC) has awarded approximately $700,000 to the State University of New York (SUNY) at Albany and $700,000 to the University of Iowa (UI) to expand research capacity for preventing chronic diseases in underserved populations.
The SUNY at Albany and UI now joins the CDC's Prevention Research Centers program, a network of 28 academic research centers that work with communities to develop strategies for preventing disease and disability.
The SUNY at Albany will draw on community resourcessuch as those of schools, work sites and faith-based organizations-to improve residents' health. The center's core research will involve people with diabetes in the greater Capital District of New York, a five-county area in upstate New York, encompassing both inner-city and rural communities.
The UI will address poor nutrition and lack of physical activity among residents of one rural county that will be a model for a state in which nearly 90 percent of counties are rural.
The Prevention Research Centers Program, an activity authorized by Congress, is notable for engaging communities as participants in research. Academic researchers build relationships with communities that help define research questions and conduct research and interventions-such as performing community surveys and educating fellow residents. As a result, many communities develop programs for ongoing services while contributing to new knowledge. 
For more information about the Prevention Research
Wanted! Volunteer Programs Coordinator
The position will coordinate a growing team of 200+ volunteers. All aspects of volunteer management and service-learning: recruiting, screening, training, outfitting, scheduling, debriefing, supporting, continuing education, record keeping, evaluating, reporting, and appreciating. Multi-task FT position. Must be very well organized, with strong office and correspondence skills, plus proficiency in MS Office, and a talent for personal coaching -to bring out the best in our volunteers. An understanding of the importance of compassion in medicine is essential. Adventures in Caring is a local, innovative nonprofit with national reach, best known for its award-winning Raggedy Ann & Andy patient support programs. More than a job, this work is a mission -a work of the heart. They are looking for someone who wants to make a long-term commitment, and grow with the job. Starting Salary: $26,000 -$30,000 DoE Studies, 74 New Montgomery, Suite 600, San Francisco, CA 94105; Email: bmarin@psg.ucsf.edu; Phone: (415) Fax: (415) 597-9213; or visit http:// www.caps.ucsf.edu/capsweb/projects/ minorityindex.html By partnering with these agencies to build their capacity, HP seeks to build long-term productive capacity in these organizations and the communities they serve. HP also seeks to assist the microenterprise industry in the U.S. through supporting best practices in the use of technology for microenterprise development.
Contact: Barbara Marín, UCSF -Center for AIDS Prevention
Through the Microenterprise Development Program, HP will support nonprofit agencies that have a primary focus on providing microenterprise development programs and services in underserved communities. Each grant award will have a total list price value of $150,000 to $300,000 in equipment, cash, services and support. In addition, recipients will receive a travel grant to participate in a symposium focused on increasing the capacity of the microenterprise development industry.
In determining awardees, priority consideration will be given to agencies that clearly demonstrate the following:
• thoughtful and innovative organizational technology vision and plan
• breadth and diversity of partnership and support within the community
• capacity to execute and support the project. The National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism (NIAAA) seeks research grant applications on the delivery of treatment and prevention services for alcohol-related problems, including alcohol dependence and alcohol abuse. Expanding the knowledge base about these services will help improve the delivery of treatment and prevention services. This program announcement (PA) invites research applications to test strategies for improving the availability, accessibility, delivery, quality, effectiveness, costeffectiveness, and outcomes of alcohol-related treatment and prevention services.
The research objectives include, but are not limited to, the effects of the organization, financing, and management of health services on the quality, cost, access to, and outcomes of care. Objectives also include studying the effectiveness and cost-effectiveness of alcohol prevention services in reducing the demand for health care services. Also of key importance is improving the methodological tools and analysis techniques useful for conducting health services research.
Contact: Mike Hilton, Division of Clinical and Prevention
Research, National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism, Willco Building, Suite 505, 6000 Executive Boulevard, MSC 7003 Bethesda, MD 20892-7003; tel: (301) 443-8753; fax: (301) email: mhilton@willco.niaaa.nih.gov; 
